ANTHONY   EDEN

rural population will provide a better market for the output
of our factories.'   So the issue was that the return to power
at the present time of the Socialist Party, lacking its respon-
sible leaders, would be a calamity without parallel in our
history.   The effect on our credit and our welfare would be
disastrous.   A Government with the * best elements' from
each party was alone large enough for the emergency.  It
must be a Government with unmistakable authority both at
home  and  abroad.    ' Many  important international con-
ferences will no doubt be necessary in the near future.*   If
this country was to play its part its representatives would
have to be in a position to * speak unhesitatingly for the over-
whelming majority of their fellow-countrymen and women,*
The response to this temperate yet direct appeal was over-
whelming.   Admittedly the prospective Liberal candidate
had resigned himself to the plea of Nation before Party and
withdrawn from the field in Eden's favour, which, consider-
ing Eden's persistent refusal to placate Liberals in the House
of Commons, was better luck than he deserved. Mr. Garton,
in spite of all his efforts to catch Prosperity and the Liberal
vote by his advocacy of Free Trade, could not stand up
against the whirlwind, and Eden was in with a mighty
majority of 29,000 and an aggregate poll of 38,000.   The
Flapper Vote no doubt preferred Captain Anthony Eden's
stiff collar and ' Guards ' moustache (as it then was) to Mr.
Garton* s persistent pince-nez and open-neck shirt.

With Eden's triumphant victory at the General Election
of 1931, the scope of his career immediately widened. The
Government were in with -what almost amounted to a
totalitarian majority of 500. Debates accordingly did not re-
flect the urgency of the situation outside Parliament, and the
opportunity came to Eden at once to represent his country at
Geneva without his presence being unduly missed at West-
minster.
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